
A Habitat for Jet the Gerbil*

Grade Range: K - 3
Time: 45 minutes

Standards:
NGSS - K-LS1-1. Use observations to describe patterns 
of what plants and animals (including humans) need to 
survive.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.1./1.1 [With prompting and 
support], ask and answer questions about key details in 
a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.8/1.8/2.8. [With guidance and 
support from adults], recall information from 
experiences or gather information from provided 
sources to answer a question.

Materials:
o The Legend of Jet the Gerbil by 

Michael Keller 
o Large paper or board for writing 
o Optional:  

· Copies of Habitat worksheet
· Scissors 
· Glue

Introduction

Read The Legend of Jet the Gerbil.  

Jet was a very special gerbil and Michael worked hard to give him everything he needed 
to be happy and healthy.  Normally, gerbils in the wild live outside in their habitat: their 
natural home.  It has everything they need to be happy and healthy.  What do you need 
in your ‘habitat’ to stay happy and healthy?

On a large paper or board, create a list of what people need in their ‘habitat’, 
leaving room for a list about Jet the Gerbil next to it.  Take time to point out 
physical needs, emotional needs and contrast them with ‘wants’. 

How would you feel if you didn’t have some of these things in your ‘habitat’?

What did Michael provide for Jet to stay happy and healthy? 
Help students review the book as needed to find some answers.
Start a second column on the large paper/board for Jet the Gerbil’s habitat. 
Included in the main text:  Glass tank, exercise wheel, soft bedding, gerbil house; 
students might also point out ‘medical care’ from Michael’s dad.

Overview:
In this lesson, students will gather information from reading The Legend of Jet the 
Gerbil, then investigate and explore how the basic needs of an animal are provided in 
their habitat, using organisms commonly kept in homes as pets. Students will compare 
and contrast these needs to develop an understanding of the common basic needs of 
living organisms.

Vocabulary:
habitat: the natural home of a plant or an animal
rodent: a type of four-legged, gnawing mammal with teeth that constantly grow

*Jet the Gerbil is a trademark owned by Michael Keller



What foods do you need in your habitat?
Add to ‘People’ list, as appropriate.  

What did Jet eat? 
Help students review the book, if needed, and add to the ‘Jet the Gerbil’ list
Some students may have gerbils or related animals as pets and can suggest 
appropriate foods.
Read selected portions of the ‘Gerbil Facts to Chew On’ at the end of The Legend 
of Jet the Gerbil to find more information about what gerbils eat in the wild and 
as pets.
At some point, a student might identify the paper towel tube.  Explain that the tube 
wasn’t actually food, but that he chewed on it to keep his teeth healthy.  

Gerbils are in a group of animals called rodents that have teeth that never stop 
growing.  They need to chew a lot to wear down their teeth. Other types of rodents are 
mice, rats, squirrels, hamsters, guinea pigs and even porcupines!  What do you need to 
keep your teeth healthy? 

Add to lists as appropriate

Extensions:
o Research and design habitats for different kinds of pets
o Design and build a habitat for a new or existing class pet (maybe a gerbil!).
o Build models of gerbil habitats out of shoeboxes: shredded paper bedding, paper 

towel tubes, tissue boxes, empty travel-size soap bottles for water bottles, pencil 
shavings or gravel to represent food.

o Bring in pictures of ‘habitats’ they have created for their own pets at home.  
Houseplants are pets, too!

Application
This is a great list!  How would you feel if you were Jet and didn’t have all of these in 
your habitat?
Keeping a pet is a big responsibility because you need to create a habitat that is just 
right for your pet to keep them happy and healthy. Let’s create a habitat for Jet the 
Gerbil!
Younger students:  Complete the following worksheet page to create a habitat for Jet 
the Gerbil.
Older students: Draw a picture of a habitat for Jet the Gerbil

Conclusion
These would be great habitats for Jet.  Is there another kind of pet that might also like 
this habitat?

Students can be prompted by reminding them about rodents.
Would this be a good habitat for a fish?  For a dog? No!  Different living things need 
different habitats. Discuss similarities and differences between their habitats and gerbil 
habitats, between what they need and what gerbils need, or between habitats for 
different animals.  
Concepts to highlight:
o Eating only plants, eat meat (or bugs, like gerbils!) or both,
o Living in different shelters
o All living things need water to survive



Make a Habitat for Jet the Gerbil
Cut out the things that Jet needs to stay happy and healthy. 
paste them into the space below to make a habitat for Jet!

Wheel

Soft Bedding

House
Water

Food Paper Tube
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